Hi Shane, here is the info along with links.

YotaTech

www.yotatech.com
My personal website

www.pnw4runners.com/fjc
Autohome’s website showing the Maggiolina AirLand tent

http://autohomeus.com/rooftop/maggiolinaAirlander.php
Autohome’s main site in Italy showing the construction

http://www.autohome.it/file_gb/magg_airlander.html
And a very rad Flash movie showing Autohome’s various roof top tents in action

http://autohomeus.com/video/video2.swf
The Maggiolina AirLand medium tent was bought back in March of 2008.

My intentions with my FJ are setting it up for daily driver, off roading, overlanding, and expedition.

Most of the mods I have done to the rig are to make it self sufficient when away from home.

The roof top tent allows me to be able to camp on the whim so to speak, as it only takes a few minutes to set it up once you are parked.

It is as simple as inserting a hand crank in the side and turning it to lift the lid up and raise the canvas.

Putting the tent away is just the reverse of putting it up.

Crank it down and stuff the canvas inside of the unit.

Could not be any simpler than that.

I did an extensive amount of research online on various outdoor forums, and I came to the conclusion this was the tent that was right for me.

The tent will pretty much be on the rig full time, so a hard shell model was the best choice for this over one that has a canvas top.

This style is also easier to setup than most others out on the market, and it is a well proven model used by many overland/expedition teams around the globe.

The fabric as seen detailed on the manufacturers website is very breathable, and can be put away wet then aired out later.

That was also a big plus to me.

Sleeping in the tent gives one a childhood memory of when you use to build tree forts if you were into that sort of thing.

It is a cool/safe feeling being up off of the ground and not having to worry about rain puddles and mud entering your tent.

The tent stayed much cleaner than tents on the ground that I use to camp with over my life time of camping.

It would be very hard to go back to a ground style tent after having spent some time in a roof top tent.

The Maggiolina AirLand model I own has an insulated ceiling and a nice thick mattress.

When I spent a few nights in it up at Mt. Rainier National Park in the summer of 2008, it got real cold at night at the elevation I was at.

Not once was I cold inside the tent at night, as the design of it helps hold in heat.

It was a little cold inside as I felt the down comforter, but sleeping under the comforter and flannel sheets I have was just like sleeping at home.

I slept like a baby in the tent.

I can not think of any negative issues at all with this tent except I wish I got far more vacation time at work than I do now, as I would be out enjoying it even more.

I am looking forward to lots of use out of this, and can not wait until the 2009 camping season starts up.

Parts used to mate the AirLand to the stock rack.

Yakima Lowrider clamps

http://www.yakima.com/Product.aspx?id=144
Yakima 58” crossbars which is ideal for the FJ Cruiser

http://www.yakima.com/Product.aspx?id=155
